
DIXIE ELEMENTARY P.,T.,A.
1940 EASTLAND PARKWAY

LEXINGTON, KY 40505

DocKET FILE CO
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March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Dixie
Elementary P.T.A. to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as
presented by Mr. Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, u.s. News and World Report, and
Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating
system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to detennine whether the industry1s
rating system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act
of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not
approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:
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• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not
include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S
(for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow
parents to receive more than one rating system~

• The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a
program~

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that
it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so
important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Members of the Dixie
Elementary P.T.A.
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School One PTA
School One
Willow Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

April 2, 1997
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W. , Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

Our organization is writing this letter in reference to CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC
97-34, and on behalf of the National PTA and our local PTA in Scotch Plains
Fanvvood, New Jersey.

We vvould like to strongly voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January 17, 1997. The rating symbol that currently appears on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys conducted by the National PTA, U. S. New and World Report, and
Media Studies Centerl Roper demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs.

Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children,
but to make these choices for themselves based on content information about
the program. We believe that a rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in the periodicals that carry TV scheduling is completely ineffective.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system
has met statutory requirements of theTelecommunications Act of 1996. We do
not believe that this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

-That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry'S rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V (for Violence), S (for sexual
depiction and nudity), and L (for language);



-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, be more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of the
program;

-That the rating board be independent of the television industry and that it
include parents; and

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children
and families.

~ SinCereIY~}.. •

J'~r·y,~
Rosemary G. DiBattista
Corresponding Sec.
School One PTA
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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CATHLEEN WATT
690 Sprague Avenue

Franklin Square, NY 11010
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April 3, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing in opposition to TV Rating Implementation Group
Chair Jack Valenti's presentation of the v-chip rating system for
television programming. The v-chip system simply does not provide
enough information to parents on program content. It is no wonder
that the v-chip rating system is supported by the industry, as it
is the industry which, under this system, is rating itself. Let
the FCC take more than the industry's opinion into consideration.
Questionable programming, in this day and age of easy access to
telecommunications of all kinds, is rampant, and the FCC must make
it their mission to approve a rating system whereby content
information about programs is readily available to parents so that
they can base their children's viewing on the actual descriptive
conter..t of programming as opposed to the television industry's
chosen symbol for content.

I voice in this letter also, the opinion of the National PTA
in the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve
rating system. Further the FCC should accept no
that does not include content information about
as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
(for language) .

2. That the FCC require a v-chip band broad enough that
would allow parents to receive more than one rating system.

3. That the rating icon on the TV screen be made
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larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program.

4. That the rating board be independent of the industry
and the FCC and that it include parents.

5. That any system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

In addition, I applaud the efforts of the TV stations which
already employ the rating system which complies with the guidelines
set forth in Nos. 1 through 5 above and is not industry based.

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.

Sincel~,~', ,J4rwr
Cath~~att
Franklin Square, New York
SD #13

lew
ee: Joan Dykstra, President

National PTA

P:\PUBLIC\LITIGAT\CATEW\MISC\HUNDT.LTR



973 E 360 S
Provo, UT 84606
3 April 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

As a teacher, a mother, and a member of the National PTA, I'm writing to request that the
ratings for TV shows not be age-based as the television industry proposes. But rather that it
be a rating scale of 1 to 5 or 1 to 10 for content such as language, violence, and sexual
content including suggestive language. The rating scale should be a set standard based on
objective opinion. For language, for instance, it might be based on which profanities or
obscenities used and the number of them. It should not be subjective like the movie rating
system where we have seen that some things rated PG or PG-13 today, would have been
rated R ten or fifteen years ago.

This would put the power to decide what is appropriate for families where it belongs, in the
hands of parents, not in the hands of writers and producers that often admit their desire to
push the boundary of what is acceptable and do something that's never been "done before."

Please help parents to have the information we need to decide what is appropriate for our
own families.

Sincerely,

Maren Unrau



1720 Stuyvesant St.
Savannah, GA 31405
April 2, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DOcKET FILE COPYORIGINAl

On behalf of the National PTA and the H.V. Jenkins High School PTA, we voice opposition to
the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group. Sufficient content information is not provided to assist parents in making decisions on TV
programming for their children.

We request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating that does not include content information about programs such as
V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course ofa program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and;

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

~t~~
Savannah, GA



Wayne and Zina Fisher
276 East 100 South

Bountiful, Utah 84010

March 29,1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the local PTA to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating
system as presented by .Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this
fall which demonstrate ovcrwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the national PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Flll1her, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for languagc);

• That the FCC require a v-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed Oil the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of the program:

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and
• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it

meet s the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,



Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC C "omrrusslOners
c/o Federal Communications COmmission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
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. COpy ORIGINAL
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48 Glensummer Rd.
Holbrook, NY 11741
March 20, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street N. W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No.
97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Mr. Hundt and Commissioners,

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA, the Merrimac School
PTA and my family to make you aware of my opposition to the age based
TV rating system.

There have been many times that I have been surprised by
something on a TV show that I thought was OK for my children to watch.
Especially the shows on during the "family hour," that, in years past, were
always acceptable. This is no longer the case and it is imperative that we
have a rating system that is more explicit as to the content of the show.
The generalized rating symbol does not give me the information that I need
to know to make an informed decision as to whether or not the TV show is
appropriate for my children to watch. A content based system would give
me the information that I need.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Very truly yours,

~~~
Elizabeth Hennessy
.5/(P 11~-JlI5
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W, Room 222
Washingcon, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

DocKErFILE
COPyORIGINAL

~W-l~ /<). ~cfi\W- {J-rA
300 --5tfuJe ~

LLA lbQct-h~ ~
I

Olocrs
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RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of che National PTA and the ,5,u,le r?1. SeJ,,~g~, eml, dis
crier, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on
rhe TV screen does not provide sufficient contene information so that parems can make decisions
abom what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonscrate overwhelming parent preference for a racing system that gives parents informacion abouc
the content of programs were conducted by che National PTA, U S. News and World Reporc, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parems do not want che TV industry co interprec what is best for their chil
dren. P:uents want to make chose choices themselves based on coneene informacion abouc the program.
Any racing system without coneene descriptions on che screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless,

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether che industry's racing system has met stacutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act ofl996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask chac the FCC not approve_~he industry rating system. Instead. we requesc the following:

._~ .. -..

• Thac under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, che FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• Thac che FCC require iV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents co receive more chan
on~ rating syscem;

• Thac the rating icon on che TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• Thac the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating syscem approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research co determine if
ic meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for chis opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,



Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

--

DocKETFILE CO
PyORIGINAL

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the ,5u..te r1 ~~l?:L e'[{til, dis
trice, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.The rating symbol on
che TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about whac is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents informacion abouc
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U S. News and ~'Orld Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil
dren, Parents want to make those choices chemselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without coment descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The fCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve_~he industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

._;.;. ... -

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence)~.S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

~ ~ "<

• That the FCC require iV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one ratlng system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to commem on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely: J)tJMlL- ':f~v44A



SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c! 0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DocKETFILE CO
PYORIGINAL

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and th~i{k !!odd IJlJ (local, council, dis
cricc. or stace PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
che TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U S. News and ~rld Reporr, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals thac carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve_~~e industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence\S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require aV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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--

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DocKETFILE CO
PYORIGINAL

C i VJ IJ ('1,_ JtJ(J I PT1+ ,
I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the~ /\A ~lJocal,counCIl, dIS-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti. Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17. 1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents intormation about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U S News and Vf,0rld Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil
dren, PJrenrs WJnt to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program,
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met stacutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve ,the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require aV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one ratmg system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger. more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

~'rJ,~~



00cKErf:,/.E
Sally Wellnitz COPyORIG/~A'
1102 Tripoli Rd. OW1&.
Janesville, WI 53545
April 1, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National Pl'A and the Marshall Middle School, Janesville,
WI Pl'A to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on Jan. 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content
of programs were conducted by the National Pl'A, U. S. News and \\t>rld Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what
is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has
met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.! I do not believe
this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such a V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language).

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough. that would allow parent~o receive
more than one rating system.

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program.

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,
, ~ /." -
\,,-<,:~d/~~
Sally M. Wellnitz ~
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Marilyn C. Hale
107 West 1300 North
Centerville, Utah 84014
(801) 298-1873

April 3, 1997

Dear Mr. Hundt and the FCC Commission,

I have five sons who are between the ages of 8 and 18. I can see the effects of television on
my children and strongly oppose the violence, sex and bad language that we see on television.
As you know it has gotten worse and worse and it seems that instead of cleaning up the shows,
the industry has decided to just give the filth a rating. I have seen shows that are rated TV-G
and I don't think that they are appropriate for any of my children to see and in order to keep that
stuff out of my mind I don't like to watch it either.

This rating system does not provide parents with specific information about the content of
individual programs. It allows the TV industry to judge what material is acceptable for all
children of a particular age range. It intermingles violence, sex, and language issues in a single
judgement and does not indicate why a show was rated a particular way.

If we are forced to put up with this type of entertainment on shows and commercials that
come into our home I think a different system needs to be put into use. One that tells the
violent content, the sexual content and nudity and adult language and the amount and extent of
these things. I also am shocked at some of the things that are shown in commercials . We are
careful about the shows we watch and then during a commercial for another show, a very
inappropriate scene is slipped in during a commercial of the show that we have so carefully
selected. This really isn't fair to us as discriminating parents. The previews at a theater are all
rated PG for all audiences. It seems that television previews of shows could be as considerate
as the theater previews.

I fear for the mental welfare and moral fiber of the people in our country if they are
continually bombarded with the kind of programs that are on television today.
And don't think that what one person watches in their home does not effect other people. We
are all in this world together. The violent and sexual crimes that television encourages effects
us all. And the use of swear words and vulgar language is offensive, degrading and serves no
useful purpose.

Sincerely,

Marilyn C. Hale
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f' YORiGINAL
c/o Noble Schonl PTA
Noble Elementary School
1293 Ardoon Street
Cleveland Hts., OH 44121
!'1Rrrh 11, 1997

ChRirman Heed Hundt Rnd FrC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communi rations rommission
1919 M Street N.W .. Room 222
Washin~ton, DC 20~~4

Del'll' ("hRirmRn Hundt and Commissioners:

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55. FCC 97-34

r am writin~ on behRlf of the NationRI PTA and thp Nohle
School PTA to oppose the v-chip ratin« system presented by JRrk
Valenti, Chair of the TV Ratin.g TmplementAtion Group. on JRnIlRr:-'
17, 1997. The R~e-baseo rating system this .«roup proposes larks
sufficient information Ahout content for parents to oerioe which
programs their chi Idren ought or ought not to watch. Ma.jor
surveys condllcted this fall hy the Nationi'll PTA. {i!~_.N_~.l:'l.:" _~ . .lVc>rl.d
FeQQLt. and Media Studies rentpr/Roper show thAt pRrents
overwhelmingly prefer rating systems that «ive them information
Rhout the content of pro.e:rams. VAl ent i 's Fll:I:e-hased system Allows
the TV industr.v to interpret what is appropriAte for ehildren;
parents, however, want to deride for themselves what is hest in
t his matter. T r e j e (' tan :v rat i n g s ~l S t e m ~ hat f a,i I s t oi n r I (Hie
ron 1 en t desrr i pt ions on t he screen and in TV scherlu 1 i n.e: gu i ries .

The Fer, hy law, is reCluired to rule whether thp TV
inoust.ry's ratin.e: system conforms with t.he Te]pcommuniC'ations Art
of 1996. T do not hplieve this system does so and ask that thp
FTr not approve it. lnst.ead, r request that ~he Fcr push for a
rat,in.~ s,vstem that. includes information about rontent surh as \'
(for violence), S (for depiction of sp".: and nudity), Rnd L (for
T)rofane or objectionahle lan!il:uagp). T Rlso request that the
ratin~ boarrl be independent of both the TV inrlustry ann t.he FTC
anrl that. it include parent.s. Finally, T ask that Rn;v ratin!il:
system approved h;v thp FCr be f'vAluated by independent resparr'h
10 determine if it mpets t.he needs of pArents.

Thank :--'ou for 7>"our at.tpnt.ion.



April 1, 1997

Chairman R. Hundt and FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket # 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners,

I am very concerned and voicing my opposition to the "v-chip" rating system as presented on
January 17, 1997 by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide the necessary information for me to make a decision
about what is appropriate TV programming for children. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen is useless. The TV industry cannot police itself otherwise it would have
done so by now. I am shocked by the inappropriate language currently used on major networks
during evening hours shows. The TV industry has gone too far that I am requesting the FCC not
approve the industry's rating system.

I offer the following recommendations:

1. FCC should require the "v-chip" to be band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system.

2. The rating system at a minimum needs to include content information on violence, sexual
depiction and nudity, and language.

3. The rating icon on the TV screen needs to be larger and more prominently placed on the
screen.

4. The rating board needs to be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it includes
parents.

Thank you for your consideration on an issue so important to me, children, and parents. I am,

Sincerely,

AI Wallace
4601 Chippendale Court
Virginia Beach VA 23455



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Southwind Elementary PTA ofMemphis, Tennessee to voice
my opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA,
U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want that industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to our children and their families.

Sincerely,

~Tt/-eJ,aiL
Robyn McFall
4764 Seville Lane
Memphis, TN 38141


